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“Give a man a fish...and he will make coon bait with it”  

--Mark 
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BUT FIRST….THIS 

 
PLEASE 

 
It took a while to put this little instruction book together.  It took even more time to trial 
test the product we are teaching you how to make (years, in fact).  We feel that we have 
built a valuable little package deal here that does not cost a lot of money.  This is 
refreshing this day and age, since so many times you do not get what you pay for in this 
world. 
 
We only ask that you do not pass this information out freely since we make a little on it 
when we sell it.  It’s kinda like stealing music in a way, it is, after all, intellectual property.   
 
Now that we got that out of the way...   
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Family Tradition Coon Bait 
 

 
 
1 Tin Smoked Oysters 
4 Cans Mackerel 
1 Can Cream Style Corn  
1 Package Jiffy Corn Muffin Mix 
1 Teaspoon Anise Extract 
½ Cup Regular Table Salt (optional, but helps keeps it from freezing) 

 
1. Empty the tin of oysters, juice and all, into a large mixing bowl and 

smash them up the best you can. 
2. Empty the cans of mackerel including the juice into the same bowl 

and smash them up good. 
3. Mix up the mackerel and oysters to blend them well. 
4. Dump in the rest of the ingredients. 
5. Mix well. (I use rubber gloves and mix with my hands) 
6. Go trapping and pile up fur. 

 
Optionally, you can add the following: 
A few drops of Shellfish, Cherry, or your favorite essential oil ** 

Vanilla Flavoring/Extract, Honey 
 
 
** Obtain your oils from trapping supply dealers.  They are the ones used in lure and bait making.  The extracts you get 
in grocery stores are weaker and water based.  However, in the case of this recipe, the anise extract is adequate. 
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Family Tradition Coon Bait - The Backstory 
 
First off, thank you for purchasing this document.  You have purchased more than a recipe.  You 
have purchased a time-tested method of attracting raccoons and other fur bearers.  We use the 
bait, as it is written, and the methods we describe here on our own traplines year after year.  We 
sincerely believe that this advice will provide you much more value than the money you paid for 
it.  If you didn’t pay for it then I guess you got something for nothing.  If you’re fine with that then 
so be it.  If not, head to h2tackleoutdoors.com and buy something from our store, and we will 
call it even. 
 
Either way, welcome to our trapping family and we wish you the best of success with this recipe 
and the methods of using it. 
 
The Basis Behind This Recipe 
 
Every trapper knows that raccoons like fish.  This is the basis behind this recipe, and this is why 
it mainly consists of fish.  You can use just plain fish and you will catch coons.  Plain fish has its 
downfalls.  It tends to dry out.  It can freeze, which keeps it from letting off valuable smells. 
This is where the other ingredients come into play.  Due to the ingredient combination in this 
bait, we feel (actually, we know) that it is a superior product to off-the-shelf canned fish.  It is 
known by many trappers that multiple smells will always outperform a single smell.  This is 
what makes this bait so effective. 
 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
Who would pay for a recipe? 
Well, for starters, you did.  That is why you are reading this.  But not only are you paying for a 
recipe, you are paying for some valuable advice on how to use the bait you make.  
 
What is the difference between Bait and Lure? 
The primary differences between bait and lure can be summed up in one sentence and I am not 
sure who said this, but I think I read it in someone’s trapping book.  “Lure gets them to the set, 
bait keeps them there”.  It doesn’t matter what animal you are targeting, this principle of bait is 
the same:  Bait needs to be something the animal wants to eat, WILL eat, and in the case of a 
coon, keep scrounging for every last nugget he can get.  In fact, if you make this as the recipe 
shows, you could eat it. 
 
Why are we selling the recipe?  Why not just make the bait and sell it? 
Good question.  But we have a good answer for it.  At the time of this writing, October of 2016, 
fur prices are in the crapper.  Especially coon prices.  In order to be profitable and cover our 
costs (ingredients, labeling, containers, overhead, etc) on this product, we would need to charge 
more than the market would bear.  We wouldn’t sell much of it.  Who would buy a $15 container 
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of coon bait when finished coons are $5 and carcass coons probably wouldn’t even sell?  The 
math on selling the bait doesn’t make sense. 
 
How long have you been using it? 
The short story is about 25 years.  Only in recent years have we actually written it down, and 
measured out the ingredients.  We have only started playing around with the optional oils here in 
the last few years. 
 
We started coon trapping using canned mackerel and sardines from the grocery store.  Sure it 
worked.  But after a while we noticed that it was being ignored for some reason, maybe because 
it dried up and the punchy fish smell had faded or something.  So we started adding ingredients 
to it and came up with this recipe.  Once we started using it, the results began to show.  My 
brother once caught 36 coons in one day and could hardly fit them all in the back of his pickup. 
He didn’t catch them all on this bait but a large portion of them were. 
 
Why is it called Family Tradition Coon Bait? 
Because everyone in my family uses it.  Plus, it is named after one of my favorite songs by Hank 
Jr. 
 
How much do I use? 
A glob about the size of a golf ball should do it.  This is what we use. 
 
Can I add anything to it? 
Sure.  Use your imagination.  Add whatever you want.  There are a multitude of essential oils 
available that will provide intriguing scent.  Note:  When using essential oils, make sure to use 
sparingly, they can cause a bitterness and foul taste that will turn the animals off.  Remember, 
with this bait, it relies on both SMELL and TASTE to be effective! 
 
Will I only catch coons? 
No.  We have caught about everything with it.  We frequently catch mink with it, and use it in 
some of our mink boxes.  This bait is attractive to pretty much any animal that walks.  Use 
caution when trapping around pets. 
 
What is the best coon trap to use? 
That question is tough to answer.  There are so many.  When using foot hold traps, we will 
primarily use a #1.5 when targeting coon and mink.  If there is a possibility to catch anything 
bigger like a fox or coyote, we will step up to a #1.75 or #2.  Dog Proofs are pretty hard to beat 
when it comes to coon trapping.  Our favorite brand of DP is Duke.  Not only are they cost 
effective, but they are simple to operate and tough. 
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HOW TO USE 
 
How To Use 
This is a super versatile bait.  Here are some of the favorite ways we like to use it. 
 
BANK HOLE (CREEK BANK SET) 

- Dig a 3” or so wide hole in the bank.  Make sure it is at least 12” back into the bank 
(deep) so the coon has to get close to the mouth of the hole and reach back for it. 

- Place your trap at the mouth of the hole 
- Place a glob of this bait in the back of the hole. 

 

 
PVC PIPE SET 

- Take 24” of white PVC plastic pipe.  I use 1 ½” pipe but it really can be anything from 1” 
to 3”.   

- Get some PVC elbows that fit the pipe, and put one on one end of the pipe.  Leave the 
other end open.  Don’t glue it.  Just fit it on the end. 

- Take you a sheet of wax paper and wad it up real tight so it just barely fits in that pipe. 
Stuff that wad of wax paper into the elbow so it just goes about an inch down inside that 
pipe.  That will keep the bait from falling down inside the pipe and make the coon grab 
down in the pipe for every last morsel of this tasty concoction, and keeps him working 
your set longer. 

- Jab that pipe down in the mud in shallow water on a creek or pond where coons have 
been frequenting and bed a trap in front of it. 
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DOG PROOF TRAPS 
- I personally do not like using “wet” or “sticky” baits in dog proof traps simply because I 

hate cleaning them out.  But if you don’t mind cleaning out your DP’s, then by all means 
use it.  It is deadly effective in them.  Just make sure some of it goes under the trigger so 
the coon can get under the trigger and work it out.  You don’t have to fill the entire tube. 
It also can help to drop a few bits of bait in the trail beside the trap as a “teaser”. 

 
Another one caught on Family Tradition Coon Bait 

 
DIRT HOLE (DRY LAND) 

- Dig a dirt hole about 3” round and into the ground at an angle, about 8” deep or so.   
- Bed your trap outside of this hole. 
- Drop a wad of bait down in the hole. 
- This set works especially well when the big boar coons are running along fencelines and 

running from den to den. 
- You may want to use a bigger trap (#1.75 or #2) because we have also caught fox and 

coyotes in this set with this bait. 
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HAY SET 
- Take some hay (straw or prairie hay, doesn’t really matter) and make a pile about 6” high 

and about 12” around.   
- Bed a trap beside the pile.  Optionally place 2 traps, one on each side of the hay pile. 

This is a good way to get “doubles”. 
- Put a wad of bait at the bottom of the hay pile. 
- When the ground is frozen and you don’t want to dig a trap bed, just use a big hammer 

and pound the ground down a half inch, and place some hay over top the traps. 
- This is awesome around a barn or outbuildings, especially when temperatures get cold 

and food gets hard to find. 

 
 

 

 
A double on late season silver beauties!  Using Family Tradition bait.  The one on the left taken in a dirt hole, the one on the right in a 

bank hole. 
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Once again, a big thank you from us here at H2 Tackle and Outdoors.  We hope you found this 
useful. 

 
 

Follow Us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/h2tackleoutdoors/ 
 

and check out our videos on YouTube   
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC78XwjtQdL1vZVm_XShRIew 
 
 
 

And now, even more value: 
Sign Up for our newsletter and we will send you a 10% off coupon for our online store! 

h2tackleoutdoors.com 
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